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Happy New Year! This issue
highlights the exciting learning,
achievements, and community
moments that took place across

NNCEA during January and

February.
We're also proud to introduce our
new student-led sections, created
by the students, for the students —
thanks to Mr. O’Handley’s Graphic
Communication Technology class.
Enjoy!

ni ta ta miska ti nana kiyapic i pimitisa ha mahk
piyotanahk nimosomonanak ka ki isi ayacik.
micimac ohci nitha nan nisicawayasihk ithiniwak
ota ka ohci ayayahk. i yako oma nikinan.
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Children are our community’s most valuable resource.
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Building our
Nihitho Culture
Through Generations

Spring Break - last day of class,
March 20", Classes resume
April 6™.
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We acknowledge that we live, work and learn on
the ancestral homeland of the Nisichawayasihk
Cree Nation, who have existed here since time
immemorial. Home of the Asiniskaw Ithiiniwak.
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation entered into a
treaty relationship with the Crown in 1908 via

a Trealy 5 Adhesion

naskohtamwak, i thinl okimawin asotamakiwin
1908 kaki pi askiwahk.

Scan QR code to access
the NNCEA Facebook
Page for regular updates

and announcements.
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MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Tansi!

February 1 2026 marked the half way point of the 25-26 school year. As the year
continues to progress we are rapidly approaching Spring Break, and soon we will be
celebrating our several graduates in June 2026! The 25-26 school year has been
successful to date with many accomplishments from our staff and students. NNCEA has
been able to implement a variety of new programs for our students through after school
programes, electives within our subject table, and additional infrastructure.

The NNCEA School evaluation is coming to conclusion, with a draft edition being
provided to NNCEA. The final edition of our 25-26 school evaluation will be available to
the public late April 2026. NNCEA will coordinator a public meeting with the school
evaluation team to review their recommendations and findings. As part of this process
NNCEA is also completing a 5 year strategic plan. This plan will focus on the goals and
growth settings we would like to achieve. Additionally, NNCEA will be implementing
new policies to align with our strategic plan related to attendance and Nihitho Language.

NNCEA acknowledges Grade 11 student Harvey Anderson and Land Based Coordinator
Pipon Moose for their presentation at the Assembly of First Nations in Vancouver!
During this time, this team was able to showcase the development of the NNCEA Land
Based program through a visual presentation.

Additionally, NNCEA would like to thank all of our staff who have contributed to various
programs such as: OK school bazaar, NNOC Basketball, NNOC volleyball, after school
programs, curriculum support teams, Youth Conference Trip, Manitoba High School
fishing derby, Learn 2 skate, and much more!

We look forward to continuing to progress our education system as the school year
continues!
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HARVEY ANDERSON AT ASSEMBLY OF
FIRST NATIONS

Ainsi, depuis deux ans, not
>> Parcours terrestre. -
Il s'agit donc d'un cours en




)J Nisichawayasi[\]ehetho . . o
Culture and Education Authority Inc. Children are our community’s most valuable resource.
X X AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
== 7= 24—

NNGEA STAR STAFF

4 )

LleahHeyns ) ( Ronald Spence |

HR Generalist Maintanence
Ronald is employed as a
Leah works out of the Maintenance worker for NNCEA
Alice Moore Education and has been with our
Centre and focuses on organiation for 5 months.

Ronald focuses on show

employee policies, mitigation and ensures our

mitigation, hiring, and schools are clear of snow and
liaison with safe for our staff and students.
Eg;nhl ?:::rggeor? ) Ronald also contributes to
asu other day to day tasks within
proactive in her role to our organization to ensure our
implement and operations are sustained.

coqrcjmate new Ronald enjoys hunting, fishing,
policies to better serve and being on the land.

kour system VAN y
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NNCEA STAR STAFF

OK STAR STAFF
 Mr.Gaelen Sidney

Grades 1-3 Physical Education

Mr. Gaelen Sidney joined our school community in
August 2025 and has quickly become a favourite
among students and staff alike. Teaching Grades 1-3
Physical Education, he brings energy, creativity, and
kindness to every class. Mr. Sidney also supports our
after-school basketball program and helps out every
Monday evening to teach students how to skate
through the Learn to Skate program. His enthusiasm
and genuine care for students are evident in
everything he does, and the kids absolutely love
learning with him. We are grateful for his passion,
positivity, and commitment to helping our students

%y active, confident, and engaged. J

 Nr.Ronlewis

Security Team Lead

We are proud to recognize Ron Lewis, our dedicated
Head of Security, for the leadership and stability he
brings to our school each day. Ron plays a vital role
in maintaining a safe and welcoming environment,
from monitoring entrances to preparing staff and
students for drills and emergencies. He handles
every situation with calm professionalism and
respect, building positive relationships while
upholding high expectations (and keeping the staff
well-fed). His steady presence and strong work
ethic make a meaningful difference in our school

Cmmunity. J
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NNCEA STAR STAFF

NNOC STAR STAFF

4 Dennis Bernard A

Grade 8 Social Studies Teacher

Dennis Bernard demonstrates a
strong commitment to NNOC and the
community each and every day. He is
passionate about his work and about
supporting students, and his
dedication is evident in his daily
efforts.

Dennis is often the first person in the
building and the last to leave, showing ( \
his commitment to both his students — Ty

and the school. His positive attitude VIrgInIa Moose

and connection to the community

help create a strong and supportive Student Services
learning environment for students. Coordinator
K j Virginia Moose continues to be a
strong leader within our Student

Services Department. She is dedicated
to supporting both students and staff
and works tirelessly to ensure that all
learners feel included and supported
at NNOC.

Virginia is passionate about inclusive
education and brings a strong First
Nations perspective to her work. Her
supportive approach and commitment
to student success make a meaningful
difference in our school community.

\_ J
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NNCEA STAR STAFF

EA STAR STAFF

(GIIBVBIIIIB Constant A

NNOC EA
Cheyenne consistently goes

above and beyond in her role,
always stepping up to support
our students whenever they
need it. She never hesitates to
jump in and substitute when
asked, showing incredible
dedication and flexibility. Her 4 )
willingness to help wherever Bra“don woou

she’s needed makes a

meaningful difference for both OK EA
our students and staff at Brandon works as an EA in
QNOC. j the Alt. Ed. program. He

consistently steps up
wherever support is needed
and builds strong, positive
relationships with students.
Brandon also contributes
beyond the classroom,
helping with Learn to Skate
and recently launching an
after-school volleyball

Qrogram for Grades 5-6. )
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Tansi Parents and Guardians,

| hope everyone enjoyed the recent long weekend and the time spent with family. As we
move further into the second semester and third term, our school remains busy with
many activities and learning opportunities for our students.

This time of year is an important part of the school calendar, as students continue to
build their skills and work toward their goals. Regular attendance, effort in the
classroom, and strong communication between home and school are key to student

success.
Our shared goal at NNOC is to keep students in school, safe, and learning, and we
appreciate your continued support in creating a positive school environment. When
families and schools work together, students are more successful and feel supported in

their learning.
We thank you for your ongoing partnership and commitment to your child's education.

Second Semester Updates:
The second semester is now underway. We are
welcoming back many students and continuing to support
those who are returning to school after time away. Some
students may still be adjusting their schedules as we work
to place everyone in the appropriate classes.

We appreciate your patience during this time as we
finalize scheduling.
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NNGEA TECHNOLOGY POLICY AND CELL
PHONE EXPECTATIONS

NNOC follows the NNCEA Technology Policy, which supports student
learning, safety, and engagement at school.Cell phones and electronic
devices can disrupt learning and reduce student focus when used
inappropriately.

Grades Kindergarten - Grade 8

- Students in Grades 7 and 8 are not allowed to bring cell phones or
electronic devices to school.

- Cell phones and electronic devices are not permitted during the school
day, including breaks and lunch hour.

- If parents or guardians need to contact their child during the day,
communication should occur through the school office.

Grades 9-12

- Students in Grades 9-12 are not permitted to use cell phones or
electronic devices during class time.

- Students may use their phones during breaks and lunch hour only.

- During class time, communication with students should occur through
the school office.

- Students are expected to place their phones in the classroom phone
hotels at the beginning of class.

These expectations help reduce distractions and allow students to
focus on learning.




)) Nisichawayasi[\]ehetho . . o
Culture and Education Authority Inc. Children are our community’s most valuable resource. |
)\ X AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
== 7= 24—

PROGRESSIVE DISCIPLINE FOR
UNAUTHORIZED CELL PHONE USE

NNCEA uses progressive discipline when students do not follow the
Technology Policy:

1st Offence
- Documented verbal warning

2nd Offence
- Phone is confiscated and held in the office
- Student may pick up the phone at lunch or at the end of the day

3rd Offence
- Phone is confiscated and held in the office
- Parent or guardian must pick up the phone from the office

4th Offence
- Further discipline may occur, including possible suspension or
restorative measures

These expectations are in place to minimize disruptions and support
student learning.

We appreciate parents and guardians supporting these expectations so
NNOC remains a focused and safe learning environment for all
students.
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Student safety remains a priority at NNOC. We are working to ensure
that students remain in class and are supervised throughout the day.
Students are expected to:

- Remain in class until the end of the period

- Limit requests to leave class unless necessary

- Avoid wandering in the hallways

- Stay in their scheduled classes rather than visiting other areas of the
school

Limiting unnecessary movement in the building helps us maintain a safe
learning environment for everyone.

Teachers are also reviewing safety procedures, including lockdown and
hold-and-secure routines, so that students understand what to do in the
event of an emergency.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership — when families and
schools work together, students thrive. Our shared goal is to ensure students
attend regularly, feel safe, and succeed in their learning. If you have any questions
or concerns, please contact the school.

Meegwetch,

Valerie Maclntyre

Principal

Nisichawayasihk Neyo Ohtinwak Collegiate (NNOC)
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NNOC CULTURE GLASS PHOTOS:
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NNOC CULTURE GLASS PHOTOS:
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AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS

We are excited to share that our After-School
Program for students in Grades 7-12 is in full
swing! These programs provide students with
meaningful opportunities to stay engaged,
build new skills, strengthen friendships, and
support their overall well-being.

Program Overview

9 clubs currently running

3 clubs offered each evening

Clubs run until 5:00 PM

Bus transportation home is provided
Healthy snacks are available daily
Parent/Guardian permission is required for
attendance

Clubs Offered
Our diverse selection of clubs ensures there is
something for everyone:

Beading Club - Encouraging creativity and
cultural expression

Badminton Club - Developing skills,
teamwork, and fitness

Chess Club - Building strategy, focus, and
critical thinking

Basketball Club - Promoting teamwork,
leadership, and physical health

Health & Wellness Club - Supporting
healthy lifestyle habits

Academic Support / School Help -
Providing additional help for students who
need extra support with their schoolwork

(Additional clubs rotate throughout the
schedule to maintain three options per
evening.)

Children are our community’s most valuable resource. |

Commitment to Student Health

We place a strong emphasis on offering a
physical activity club each evening in the
gym. Ensuring students stay active is a key
priority, as physical health supports
academic success and emotional well-
being. Whether through basketball,
badminton, or other gym-based activities,
we are committed to keeping our students
moving and healthy.

Supporting the Whole Child

Students are provided with healthy snacks
to help them recharge after the school day
and stay energized during club activities.
We strongly encourage families to talk
with their children about joining a club.
Participation in after-school activities helps
students develop confidence,
responsibility, friendships, and important
life skills. If you have any questions or
would like more information about
permission forms, please contact the
school office. Let’s work together to keep
our students active, engaged, and thriving!

%
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January 15™ we went sliding at Paint
Lake. We roasted hotdogs and
marshmallows and had hot
chocolate.

January 22" - we had a self-care day
in town. We went and got our nails
done, had lunch at Boston Pizza and
did a little shopping.

We would like to thank our Grade 12 students and staff who helped organize
the recent school dance. There was great food, music, and a positive
atmosphere for our students. Events like these help build a strong school
community.
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ATTENDANGE & FAMILY ENGAGEMENT UPDATE

This year, we have faced challenges with attendance and family engagement. We
understand that many families are balancing busy schedules and personal
responsibilities, and staying connected with school can sometimes be difficult. Even
with these challenges, we remain committed to supporting our students and
strengthening our partnerships with families.

Parental involvement plays an important role in student success. When families stay
connected with the school, students are more likely to attend regularly, stay motivated,
and succeed academically. We continue working on improving communication and
finding better ways to support both students and families.

Updated Attendance Policy

Our attendance policy has been updated. Students must now maintain at least 70%
attendance each semester in order to pass their courses.

Each semester is approximately 88 school days, which means students must attend at
least 62 days per semester to meet the attendance requirement.

Students cannot exceed 26 days of absence per semester, or they may risk not
receiving credit for their courses.

Out of these absences, students are only allowed up to 15 excused absences per
semester. Any additional absences will be considered unexcused.

We understand that there can be hardships and challenges that affect attendance, and
we want families to know that we are here to help. If your child is struggling with
attendance, please reach out so we can work together to find solutions.

Together we learn, together we grow.
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GRADES 7 & 8 — THIRD TERM AND ATTENDANCE

Students in Grades 7 and 8 will soon be moving into Third Term, an
important time for learning and progress. It is essential that students
attend school regularly, arrive on time, and come prepared to do their
best each day.
Regular attendance plays a major role in student success. When
students miss school, they miss important instruction, classroom
discussions, and learning activities that are difficult to replace. Students
who attend regularly build stronger skills, stay connected to their
learning, and feel more confident in their progress.
We ask parents and guardians to support their children by:

Encouraging daily attendance

Ensuring students arrive on time

Helping students come prepared and ready to learn

Communicating with the school if your child will be absent
Working together, we can help ensure that our students stay on track
and finish the school year successfully.

¥
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NNOC ATHLETIGS

NNOC Athletics has had an exciting and successful basketball season,
with both our girls’ and boys’ teams showing tremendous growth,
dedication, and school pride. The boys traveled to Flin Flon where they
competed hard and earned an impressive 4th place finish in a very
competitive tournament, demonstrating resilience, teamwork, and
outstanding sportsmanship throughout the weekend. During Valentine's
Day weekend, both teams headed to Thompson for another strong
showing, with the girls displaying excellent communication, hustle, and
unity on the court, and the boys continuing to compete with intensity and
heart in every game. The boys wrapped up their season at Zones in The
Pas, where they showed up ready to battle and represented NNOC with
class, determination, and pride. While the season has come to an end, the
growth, effort, and commitment shown by all of our student-athletes has
been something truly special. We are incredibly proud of the way our
teams balanced academics and athletics, supported one another, and
represented our school and community so well all season long.
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MESSAGE FROM STUDENT SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR.

Over the past month, | would like to recognize and acknowledge the
exceptional work of our Student Support Team. Their dedication and
commitment to supporting students in both literacy and mathematics
continue to make a meaningful impact. Through their hard work and
consistent efforts, we are seeing measurable growth in students’
literacy levels as well as improvements in foundational math skills.

| would also like to extend my sincere appreciation to our counsellor,
social worker, and nurse for the valuable programs and classroom
presentations they provide. Their work plays a vital role in
supporting students’ social, emotional, and mental well-being,
helping to create a safe and nurturing learning environment.

Our shared goal is to ensure continued student success and to
remind every student that they are not alone. We are fortunate to
have a team that goes above and beyond to support students
academically, emotionally, and mentally. While this work is not
always easy, strong collaboration and a caring approach make a
lasting difference.

It is often the small acts of kindness and daily gestures of support
that have the greatest impact on our students’ lives.
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MESSAGE FROM STUDENT SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR.

Mental Health & Wellness Programming Update

Over the past two months, students across multiple grades have
participated in mental health and wellness initiatives led by our School
Social Worker. Programming has focused on self-care, resilience, stigma
reduction, and emotional wellbeing.

Workshops incorporated the 7 Sacred Ways of Healing and the medicine
wheel framework, with students creating personalized self-care plans.
Grade 7 and 8 students engaged in mental health literacy sessions, while
additional small-group programming included empowerment sessions,
self-esteem workshops, Connected North wellness sessions, trauma-
informed supports, and participation in the Moose Hide Campaign.

It has been encouraging to see students actively building skills to support
their own wellbeing and that of others.
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MESSAGE FROM STUDENT SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR.

Grade 9-10 Remedial Math Update

On February 2nd, Georgina and Albertine launched a Grade 9-10 Remedial
Math class to strengthen foundational math skills. With 35 students
registered, interest in the program has been positive.

Consistent attendance remains essential, as each lesson builds on prior
learning. We appreciate parent support in ensuring students attend regularly
so they can gain the skills and confidence needed for continued academic
success.

We have recently introduced UFLI Foundations (University of Florida Literacy
Institute) for our Grade 9-10 students. This structured literacy program
strengthens essential reading skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics,
vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension.

UFLI is designed to build a strong foundation in literacy through explicit,
systematic instruction aligned with evidence-based best practices. Lessons
are carefully sequenced to ensure students develop skills progressively, with
ongoing practice and assessment to support mastery.

The program follows a two-day lesson structure. Day 1 introduces new
phonics patterns or sounds through targeted instruction and blending
activities. Day 2 focuses on review and reinforcement, allowing students to
apply and consolidate their learning.

By implementing UFLI, we are providing students with the structured support
they need to become more confident and proficient readers and writers.

§é4.+
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NORTHERN LIGRTS
CLASSROOM

Children are our community’s most valuable resource.

Northern Lights Class Enjoys Exciting Winnipeg Field Trip

The Northern Lights class travelled
to Winnipeg from February 6-9
for an exciting and memorable
field trip. Many laughs were shared
on the bus ride, and as soon as
students arrived, they checked
into their hotel, changed, and
headed straight to the swimming
pool to splash around and shake
off the long trip.

The next day was a bit quieter,
starting with breakfast, followed
by shopping in the afternoon,
where students practiced
budgeting skills. In the evening,
students relaxed together at a
movie theatre. It was wonderful to
see students building confidence in
new places and enjoying time
together before the big event.

The highlight of the trip was
Monster Jam, where students
arrived at the arena ready for
nonstop thrills. They cheered
through the entire show, making it
an unforgettable experience for
everyone.

Throughout the trip, students
demonstrated excellent behaviour
and represented the school with
pride. The experience helped
students practice independence,
teamwork, and positive social skills
outside the classroom.

The Northern Lights class returned
home tired but happy, with
memories to last a lifetime. We
would like to thank Mr. Campbell,
Jordan’s Principle, and the school
staff who helped make this
wonderful opportunity possible.

Ekosi!
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LITERACY UPDATE: CREATIVITY, CHARACTER & CELEBRATING
STUDENT VOICE

Our Literacy Committee has been busy planning engaging
opportunities that strengthen reading, writing, and real-world skills
across all grade levels. We are also continuing to build a strong
foundation of character and community through our school-wide
virtues focus.

We also continue to highlight diverse voices in literature, including
First Nations authors through our virtual Indigenous authors library.
Students may share book recommendations through
announcements, podcasts, or videos using the school’s recording
studio.

Young Authors Trip & Fundraising

Planning continues for our young authors’ trip to Toronto. Students
are revising their work using judge feedback, and published copies
of their books will be displayed at the Literacy Fair. While in
Toronto, students hope to visit the Royal Ontario Museum as part of
their learning experience.

Fundraising efforts include 50/50 draws, donation letters to local
organizations, food sales, and an upcoming merch bingo event.
Students are reminded that active participation in fundraising is an
important part of making this opportunity possible.
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CREATIVITY, CHARACTER & CELEBRATING STUDENT VOICE

School-Wide Virtues Initiative

Alongside our literacy work, we are intentionally integrating monthly virtues
across the school to strengthen character development and classroom
culture:

December - Kindness

January - Respect

February - Love

March - Courage

April - Truth

e May - Honesty

June - Wisdom

These virtues are being reinforced through classroom discussions, writing
activities, and interactive displays such as our Kindness Wall. For February'’s
focus on Love, classes are creating bulletin boards and collages where
students can share writing or images about what and who they value,
recognizing the many forms love can take within families, friendships, and
community.

Moving Forward

Staff continue to review writing resources and refine Grade 7-12 “Must
Know” literacy outcomes, including essential writing, research, and digital
literacy skills. Our shared goal remains clear: to develop confident readers,
writers, thinkers, and community members.

Thank you for your continued support as we nurture both strong literacy
skills and strong character in our students.

Ekosani!
Natalie Tays, Vice Principal
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WHEN BIG, HEAVY FEELINGS SHOW UP

Sometimes we have big feelings —
sadness, anger, worry, or even
thoughts that scare them. You might
feel like you want to disappear, hide
forever, or hurt yourself. If that ever
happens, it’s very important to know:
You are not bad for having these
thoughts.

You are not alone.

There are helpers who want to help
you. A helper can be your school
counselor, teacher, auntie, community
counselor, elder, trusted friend,
parent/ guardian, family member.

Big feelings don’t mean something is
wrong with you. They mean you need
support.

What Are Negative Thoughts?
Negative thoughts are unkind thoughts
your brain tells you, like:

¢ “I'm not good enough.”

e “Nobody cares about me.”

e “Things will never get better.”

e “It's my fault.”

But here’s the truth: Thoughts are like
clouds. They float in — and they can
float out. Just because your brain says
something doesn’t mean it’s true.

When Thoughts Feel Scary

If you ever think about hurting
yourself or not wanting to be alive,
that is a sign you need help right
away. It's like your brain is waving a
big red flag P saying, “l need
support!”

Tell a trusted adult immediately,
such as:

e A parent or guardian

e A teacher

e A school counselor

e A family member

you can call or text 988 (the 988
Lifeline). These helpers are kind and
trained to listen.

You deserve help. Always.
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WHEN BIG, HEAVY FEELINGS SHOW UP

Ways to Calm Big Feelings
Here are some safe things you can
try when your feelings feel too big:
1. Balloon Breathing

. Breathe in slowly like you're

filling a balloon.

. Hold for 3 seconds.

« Slowly let the air out.

. Repeat 5 times.
2. Name 5 Things Around You
Look around and name:

« 5 things you see

« 4 things you feel

« 3 things you hear

« 2 things you smell

« 1 thing you like about yourself
This helps your brain slow down.
3. Draw or Write It Out
Draw your feelings as a monster,
storm, or color. When feelings are
on paper, they don't feel so stuck
inside.
4. Move Your Body
Jumping jacks, stretching, walking,
or dancing can help your brain
release stress.

Make a “Help List”

With a grown-up, make a small list
of:

e 3 people you can talk to

e 3 things that usually help you feel
better

e 1 safe place you can go

Keep it somewhere easy to find.

Remember This

Feelings change. Even the darkest
night turns into morning.

If your brain tells you that you don’t
matter, that is not the truth. You
matter more than you know. The
world is better because you are in it.
And if you ever feel unsafe, tell a
trusted adult right away.

You are important. You are loved.
You belong and you are never alone.

-Mrs. Bell




STAYING CONNECTED WITH TEACHERS

High School Parent Conferences were held on February
18, 2026. Thank you to the parents and guardians who
attended and took the time to meet with teachers.
Maintaining regular communication with your child’s
teachers is an important part of supporting student
success. We encourage all parents and guardians to stay in
contact with teachers throughout the school year to
monitor progress and address concerns early.

If you were unable to attend parent conferences, or if you
would like an update, please reach out to your child’s
teacher to check on their progress. Working together helps
ensure that students stay on track and receive the support
they need to succeed.
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

NNOC Vocational education has made a return to the NNOC! Our Exploring
Culinary Arts class has been busy in the kitchen! We learned about chocolate,
laminated pastry dough, and how to stuff and bread chicken! We used this new
knowledge to make chocolate covered strawberries, pain au chocolat (chocolate
croissants), and stuffed Chicken Cordon Bleu with rice pilaf and a Dijon-tarragon
sauce! Coming up next, we move on to basic meat cutting to re-create Anthony
Bourdain's Beef Bourguignon vol-au-vent and fondant potato and will celebrate St.
Patrick's day by stuffing our own sausages for bangers and mash!

We were able to do this safely after taking our Certified Food Handlers course,
where we were able to get 12 new certified food handlers! Congratulations goes
out to:

Evan Spence
Layla Moore

CJ Sayies

Tila Parisien-Levasseur
Andrew Gamblin
Julianne Spence
Justin Spence
Miranda Dumas
Sathia Linklater
Jaylyn Spence
Brian Beardy
Duncan Linklater

Ekosi!
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Upcoming Important Dates

March 5, 2026 - Report Card Writing Day
March 10, 2026 - February Perfect Attenders’ VIP Party at 2 pm
March 18, 2026 - OK School Science Fair
Dance at 5-7 pm
Community Engagement Meeting at 5:30 pm (Multiplex)

March 23-April 10 - Spring Break
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ADMINISTRATION MESSAGE:

The past few months at OK School have been filled with meaningful
learning, celebration, and strong community connections. December was
especially memorable as students and staff prepared for our annual
Christmas concert. It was wonderful to welcome so many families into
the school to celebrate the season. Our students proudly shared their
talents, reminding us of the power of coming together as a community.

In January, students returned refreshed and quickly re-established
positive routines. Our focus remained on literacy, culture, and student
well-being, ensuring every child felt supported and engaged in their
learning.

February was busy and rewarding. We celebrated | Love to Read Month
through our Reading Challenge and Bookopoly initiative, encouraging
strong reading habits. Classes also prepared for our annual Cree Bee, a
highlight that builds confidence in Cree language skills while celebrating
nehetho culture and identity.

We were pleased to welcome more than 80 parents and guardians to
Student-Led Conferences, strengthening the home-school partnership.
Our Winter Bazaar also brought the community together in support of
school initiatives.

As we enter March, we look forward to | Love Math Month and the
engaging activities planned. Thank you to our dedicated staff, supportive
families, and wonderful students for making OK School such a positive
place to learn and grow.

ekosani, ' \ {

o

Ashley M. Boutin, OK School Principal

".Bmo;ll‘(opoly_—? |
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OK School nihitho Cree Bee

February 24, 2026.

' Place Winners

Kindergarten: Leelin Hartie

Grade 1: Amiyah Linklater

Grade 2: Aliece Dysart

Grade 3: Tayo Hart

Grade 4: Ashantiea Moose

Grade 5: Trishtian Linklater

Grade 6: Roselina Brooks & Benson Kobliski

NIHITHO
m,;s . CREE BEE

Feb. 24,2026
oK school

AUDIO RECORDING

K
Check out the O
school Facebook Page

1o find an audio ﬂ))

recording of the

word-p\'onunua.ﬁons

WORD LIST
The word Jist (with
Pronunciations!) will
be sent home with

students on January
29,2026
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Land-Based Education

Good day to all.

Hi, it's your land base teacher Mr. Grieves coming to you with our
updated progress. The pine salves went well and a lot of students got to
take them home. Younger grades 1 to 3, got to do some track identifying
and learning if the tracks in the snow were fresh or old.

We built a quinzhee
snow shelter for both
younger grades and
upper grades. It look a
long time to build it but
it was successful.

With the upper grades,
we have been trapping
and had some success.
Here are some
pictures.

This spring we hope to process some hides and go ice fishing
with the students and many other things, stay tuned!
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Calm Down Jars
By Emily MacCosham & Michael Goonan

The OK School counsellors, Emily MacCosham and Michael Goonan, work with dozens
of students in our school for individual counselling. In addition to this, they have also
been conducting social-emotional learning sessions in classrooms. A popular project
recently was the creation of glitter "calm down jars," which can be used by children to
cultivate mindfulness and practise emotional regulation when stressed. They were
taught that when a strong emotion arises, they can shake their calm down jar and
watch the glitter swirl and settle, and repeat this while taking deep intentional breaths.

i~
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The Circle of Courage
Helping Children Thrive at School
By Aalayna Primrose

The Circle of Courage is a framework for supporting healthy
child development that draws on Indigenous wisdom and
modern research. Introduced by Larry Brendtro, Martin
Brokenleg, and Steve Van Bockern in Reclaiming Youth at Risk,
the model teaches that all children thrive when four essential
needs are met:Belonging, Mastery, Independence, and
Generosity.

Belonging is the foundation. Children need to feel safe,
welcomed, and valued in their classroom community. Teachers
and educational assistants help build belonging by creating
respectful relationships, greeting students warmly, encouraging
teamwork, and ensuring every child feels seen and included.

Mastery focuses on building confidence through learning. In classrooms, this means giving
students opportunities to practice skills, celebrate progress, and experience success. When
children see that effort leads to improvement, they develop pride in their abilities and a
willingness to keep trying.

Independence helps students develop responsibility and decision-making skills. Educators
support independence by offering choices, encouraging problem-solving, and giving students
meaningful roles in the classroom. These opportunities help children build confidence in their
ability to make positive decisions.

Generosity reminds children that they can make a difference in the lives of others. In school,
students practice generosity by helping classmates, working collaboratively, and showing
kindness and empathy. These experiences strengthen community and help children feel a sense
of purpose.

When schools intentionally nurture belonging, mastery, independence, and generosity,
classrooms become environments where students feel supported, capable, and connected. By
working together—educators and families—we can help children develop the confidence,
compassion, and resilience they need to succeed both in school and in life.
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Celebrating I Love to Read Month at OK School

February was filled with excitement,
creativity, and a shared love of literacy as
our school community came together to
celebrate, | Love to Read Month!
Throughout the month, students and staff
embraced a wide range of engaging activities
designed to promote reading in fun,
meaningful, and memorable ways.

One of our highlight initiatives was
Bookopoly, a school-wide reading challenge.
Classes worked together to complete a
variety of reading tasks and challenges,
moving their way across the board while
exploring different genres, formats, and
literacy activities. The enthusiasm was
contagious, and it was wonderful to see
classrooms collaborating and celebrating
their progress.

Each week featured a special theme to spark
interest and broaden students’ reading
experiences. During Dr. Seuss
Week,students revisited timeless rhymes
and playful language. Munsch Week
students enjoyed the humor and heart of
beloved stories. Love Week encouraged
reading stories centered on kindness,
friendship, and compassion. We concluded
with Indigenous Voices Week, highlighting
Indigenous authors and storytellers.

Creativity was on full display during our
Meme Contest, where students combined
literacy and humor to design memes.
Hallways were transformed through our
Door Decorating Contest, and our Literacy
Spirit Week added even more excitement, as
students and staff dressed up and
participated in themed days.

| Love to Read Month was a powerful
reminder that literacy thrives when a school
community comes together with energy and
intention. We are proud of our students for
their participation and commitment to
growing as readers. Thank you to our staff
for making February such an inspiring
celebration of learning.
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Chief Angela Levasseur stopped by to read with students during |
Love to Read Month




)) \( Nisichawayasi Nehetho . g
Culture and Education Authority Inc. Children are our community’s most valuable resource. |

NISICHAWAYASIHK CREE NATION
—L A1 fl—

Grade 5 Mask Making

By Dylan Bailey
The grade 5 art classes at OK have been working hard on mask making.
They have been learning about folklore; including stories about the sasquatch,
Manipogo, and the Mannegishi. They have drawn designs to create masks inspired
by those figures.
Each layer of the mask is made from using plaster bandage and applying it to a face
mould. The same stuff a cast is made from! Once they have made the base, they are
able to use other materials such as cardboard, foil and paint to add details.
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3A Penpals

By Brittany Warner

Ms. Warner’s class in Nelson House and Ms.
Ally’s class in Toronto started writing letters to
one another at the beginning of the school year.
Even though they live far apart, their letters help
them feel close.

In their letters, the students share what their
schools are like. The students in Nelson House
write about their community, the beautiful
outdoors, and what winter is like in northern
Manitoba. The students in Toronto share stories
about living in a big city, tall buildings, and fun
places they can visit.

The pen pals ask each other questions, draw
pictures, and sometimes include small crafts.
They learn about different cultures, traditions,
and daily life in another part of Canada. Writing
letters also helps them practice reading, writing,
and asking good questions.

Most of all, being pen pals teaches the students that even if people live in
different places, they can still be great friends. Through Ms. Warner’s class
and Ms. Ally’s class, these third graders are discovering that kindness and
curiosity can travel all across Canada!
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OK School’s Winter Bazaar was held on February 20, 2026. Our
school bazaars are an important part of our community spirit and
school culture. While they are always filled with fun, food, and
excitement, their purpose is meaningful: to raise funds for our end-
of-year student awards. The money raised helps us celebrate our
students’ achievements in academics, leadership, attendance,
cultural involvement, and personal growth. These awards allow us to §
recognize the hard work and resilience of our students in a tangible
and memorable way.

Beyond fundraising, the bazaars bring families, staff, and community
members together. They create a space where students can feel
proud of their school and see firsthand how a community works
collaboratively toward a shared goal.

A heartfelt thank you to Nadine Yetman, Frederica Prince, and Tracy '
Livesey for organizing and executing such an incredible bazaar. Their &
time, energy, and attention to detail ensured the event was well-run, ;
welcoming, and successful. We truly appreciate their leadership and
dedication to our students.

Fhuaiilety
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After School Programs

OK School’s after-school programming has grown significantly in the
past two years. We are so thankful for all the teachers and staff who
step up to plan, organize, and facilitate after-school programming for
our students.

Current Programming
Basketball (Justin Hart & Gaelen Sidney)
Cooking (Amisty Bourassa)

Reading Club (Florence Nice)

Gecko Club (Ashley Phelps)

Technology Club (Jamila Butt)

Jr. Chief & Council (Jocelyn Whalen)
Ribbon-Skirt Making (Guantia Hartie)
Girls’ Club (Brittany Warner)

Badminton (Florence Nice)

Lego Club (Eulin Brown)

Science Club (Eugenie Bennett)

Beading Club (Bernice Olson)

Volleyball (Brandon Wood)

Guitar Lessons (Frederick Bonner)

Art Club (Eulin Brown & Dylan Bailey)
Pride Club (Dylan Bailey)

Gallery Goods (Tracy Livesey & Andrew Murphy)
Games Club (Tracy Livesey & Andrew Murphy)
Fitness Club (Eric Champagne)

Learn to Skate (Amanda Phelps, Gaelen Sidney, Ashley M. Boutin)

Grades 5 & 6
students have been

attending after-

| school ribbon skirt
making with

! Guantia Hartie.

After-school programs run Monday-
Thursday from 3:30 pm-4:30 pm. Snacks
and bus transportation home are provided.




)) \( Nisichawayasi Nehetho . g
Culture and Education Authority Inc. Children are our community’s most valuable resourcegs

-
NISICHAWAVAS\HK CREE NATION {
b
=

Gecko Club

Gecko Club is a special opportunity designed for a small group of
hand-selected students. These students are chosen to participate Just for YOUI
based on their interest, responsibility, and readiness to care for living = ; @5; Wel o e};éhé”
animals. :

Once a week, students spend one hour together learning, caring, and
connecting with our two crested geckos: Ashley llland Little Foot.
During this time, students prepare food, mist and check the habitat,
observe behaviors, and practice safe and respectful handling
techniques. They learn how to recognize when the geckos are
comfortable, when they need space, and how to ensure their
environment supports healthy growth.

Gecko Club is also grounded in the Seven Sacred Teachings. Students
actively practice respect by handling the geckos gently, speaking
calmly, and understanding that all living beings deserve care and
kindness. They demonstrate lovethrough their patience, attentiveness,
and commitment to meeting the geckos’ needs each week.

In addition, Gecko Club reflects our commitment to All Nations values.
Students learn that caring for animals is part of honoring creation and
respecting the interconnectedness of all living things.

Beyond animal care, Gecko Club fosters curiosity and empathy.
Students ask questions, share observations, and deepen their
understanding of reptile biology, habitats, and behavior. The
experience creates a sense of pride and belonging, as students
recognize that they have been entrusted with caring for the geckos.

i

Feed the Colour
Geckos Crestie Pics Geckos
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Animal Nations & All Nations Games

OK School first launched House Teams in the
2023-2024 school year as a way to build school
spirit and connection across grade levels. This
year, we've continued the tradition — but
reimagined it in a more meaningful, Indigenized
way: Animal Nations.

Instead of traditional “houses,” each class now
belongs to one of four Nations: Bird Nation,
Insect Nation, Fish Nation, or Four-Legged
Nation. These Nations reflect the natural world
and remind us that we are part of a larger
ecosystem — learning, growing, and moving
together.

Throughout the school year, Nations earn
points through school-wide challenges, positive
behaviour, participation, teamwork, and our
exciting All Nations Games. Once per month,
students gather to compete in these games —
friendly, high-energy events designed to build
leadership, cooperation, and pride in their
Nation.

Animal Nations has become more than just a
points system. It's a way to strengthen identity,
connection, and community across our school.

Current Points
Fish Nation - 1078 Points

Insect Nation - 986 Points

Four-Legged Nation - 791 Points

Bird Nation - 693 Points
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We're excited to introduce the newest addition to the
NNCEA Newsletter — created by the students, for the
students. This space is all about sharing your voice, ideas,
and stories with our school community.

If you'd like to contribute, please see Bailey Tays, Mrs.
Maclintyre, Mr. S, Mrs. Tays or Mr. O’Handley.

We hope you enjoy!

Dear Students,
School is more than just classes and homework, it’s a
place full of exciting opportunities waiting for you! We
encourage each of you to step out of your comfort zone
and participate in the many events, clubs, sports, and
activities our school offers. Whether it’s joining a team,
volunteering, or taking part in academic competitions,
every experience helps you grow, build confidence and
discover your unique talents. Don't be afraid to try
something new this is your time to explore, learn, and
create amazing memories. Get involved support one

another and make this school year your best one yet.
-Soban Azhar
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NNOC Basketball Season Recap

This basketball season was one to remember. From
the first practice to our final game at Zones we gave
it our all. Our coaches played a huge role in our
success. They made sure we showed up to every
practice pushed us to work harder and stayed with us
even when things got tough. They believed in us and
kept us motivated all season long.

We had the opportunity to travel and compete in
different towns, including Thompson, Flin Flon, and
The Pas. Each place brought new competition and
new challenges. Playing in different gyms and in front
of different crowds helped us grow stronger as a
team. One of the biggest highlights of our season was
playing Zones in The Pas. It was an exciting
experience and showed how much we had improved
throughout the year.

This season wasn’t just about winning games it was
about teamwork, dedication, and growth. We built
strong bonds with each other, improved our skills,
and learned the importance of discipline and
commitment. No matter the results this season
helped shape us into better players and better
teammates.

-Soban Azhar
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NNOC Volleyball Season Recap

This year’s volleyball season was honestly one of the best of my entire high
school career. Knowing it was my last year, | really wanted to make the most
of it, and I'm so grateful that | did. | pushed myself harder than ever, and if it
wasn't for my teammates and our coach constantly encouraging me, |
probably would have given up at times. I'm so thankful | didn’t, because |
would’ve missed out on so many unforgettable memories.

This season had everything. Big wins, tough losses, long practices, and
moments that tested us but | wouldn’t have wanted to experience it with
any other team. My teammates mean so much to me. We pushed each
other, supported each other, and never stopped believing in one another,
even when things got hard. The bond we built this year is something I'll
always carry with me.

| also really want to thank our coaching staff, especially Coach Jayden. The
time, effort, and belief they poured into us did not go unnoticed. Coach
Jayden always pushed us to reach our full potential and reminded us what
we were capable of. Because of that, we made it as far as we did.

We worked so hard this year, and it truly paid off. I'm beyond proud of this
team and everything we accomplished together. | can’t wait to see what the
future Warriors look like — | hope they’re just as strong and hardworking as
we were.

-Mya Spence
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Culture from a Student’s Perspective

| am a grade 11 student, and when | took culture, my first
thought was it was going to be boring, but at least it
passed the time. | learned many things, like how to skin a
rabbit, starting a fire from scratch, and how to make an
outdoor shelter with the resources provided around us.
One of the lessons that really stood out to me was when
we were taught how to properly canoe, and the right
stroking patterns. | think this class is important, because a
book or Wi-Fi won't give you the experience you will have
at culture camp. One day I'll always remember is when we
all got on the water for our canoeing session, and me and a
couple of my friends drifted away, just so we can float
around while we talk about things that wont matter 10
years down the road. | think moments like that really
matter because you never know what could happen in life.
So in my opinion, it’s better to live in the moment, rather
than watch from afar. | think every student should get to
experience NNOC's culture program, because it’s calming
to be on the land, you feel more connected to yourself and
nature. Once you find the love for the course, it will never
leave. This course changed how | viewed the land, and just
mother nature in general. Everything is more beautiful,
peaceful, and our land has meaning.

-Teleeya-Jane Linklater
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Valentine’s Day Dance

The dance was a great success. Many students who showed up and
participated enjoyed their time there. The games were all inclusive and there
was a variety of things to do like: taking pictures at the photo booth,
participating in group games, playing board games, and having fun & friendly
battles with their friends on a ps5. So even if students had different interests
everyone was included in some way.

-Riah Linklater
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Snowball Dance

The snow ball dance was a fundraiser for the NNOC grade 12 grads. It
happened on the 22nd in January, it was not only for the fundraising but for
students to come out, be social and enjoy themselves. For them to be able to
come out and show off their style and their confidence. We did activities such
as broom dance, limbo, musical chairs, karaoke and we had board games for
those who didn’t want to participate in those activities! This wouldn’t have
been successful without all the help we received. So a big thank you to all the
staff and a few Jr. Chief and Council who came out to help. This was one of
the events that were unforgettable which made it so important not only to us
but for the students.

-Mya Spence
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From the Classroom to the Rink

Hi, my name is Christian Tait, | am in

grade 11. | have been playing

hockey since | was 7 years old. The

reason why | like to play hockey is to <
meet new people, build my
confidence, to play competitive
hockey. During the week | wake up
at 8 am every day to come to school.
My practices usually start’s around
7:30pm-8:00pm. Some weekends |
leave the community to travel for a
hockey tournament down south.
Some times | do home work at
home, but usually | get it done in
school. Balancing hockey and
school, | make sure | get my work
done before | leave, then when | get
back | catch up on the work | missed
while | was away. For the students
out there, go to school, get good
grades, never give up, keep pushing
to your goals, play as a team, work
together, never get upset at your
team mates.
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STUDENT NEWSLETTER

Your Voice Matters

Hi, | am Teleeya-Jane. Many students are afraid to use their voices
misunderstood and ignored. But confidence grows through small steps, like
sharing opinions in class or standing up for yourself. | know this from
experience. For as long time, | stayed quiet because | did not know how to
speak up for myself. Eventually, | had enough and realized my voice mattered
too. Once | began speaking up, my confidence slowly started to grow.
Students should remember their thoughts and feelings are important. Even if
not everyone agrees, speaking up can lead to understanding and change.
When we use our voices, we not only build confidence, but also inspire others
to do the same.

Celebrating Ramadan in a Indigenous Community

Living in an Indigenous community during the month of Ramadan has been a
meaningful and unique experience for me. Right now | am observing Ramadan
which is the holy month in Islam when Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset.
Fasting means | do not eat or drink during the day and it helps me grow
spiritually, practice self-discipline, and feel grateful for what | have. It is also a
time for prayer, reflection, and helping others. Being in an Indigenous
community has made this experience even more special because | am
surrounded by strong values of respect, community, and connection which
are also important in Ramadan. Even though fasting can be challenging it
reminds me of patience, faith, and understanding others.

-Soban Azhar



